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Parents still grieve in year – old murder
Who shot gospel concert promoter on Berks road?


Gary Miller’s mother has kept every letter, every card she’s received in the past year. 


Letters, pasted nearly in a stack of scrapbooks, telling her how her son made them laugh, how he cared for the elderly, helped his friends and brought joy to their lives, especially through his gospel music concerts.


Miller -- well-known in Lancaster County for organizing local gospel concerts for many years, including the annual event at the Landisville Campmeeting Grounds – was murdered one year ago Sunday along Route 222 in Berks County.


There have been no arrests in the 43 – year –old Miller’s death.


This weekend, his mother and step- father Edithmae and Robert Smith of Mohnton, have placed advertisements in the area newspapers, reminding readers of the substantial reward offered for information leading to the killer’s capture.
Although the reward is up to $14,000.00 for even an anonymous tip, police said they have no motive and received few leads.


Miller, co owner of Gospel Barn Promotions in Kinzers, also worked as a night manager at a Wyomissing super-market and part time as an auditor as a Berks County motel.


On Aug. 5, 1999 after finishing work at the Acme supermarket around 11 p.m., Miller and a female friend went out for a late dinner. 


A few hours later, early the next morning at 1:30 a.m., Miller was in his car, alone in the parking lot outside the Route 222 News Outlet – a 24- hour adult bookstore – when he was shot several times, including once in the heart.


Miller, managed to drive his car, a two-tone blue Mercury Cougar, out onto the northbound lane of Route 222, headed in the direction of his home.


The car crashed about 65 feet later and Miller was dead.


Cumru Township Police, as well as employees of the Route 222 News Outlet, are convinced that Miller was never inside the adult bookstore before the shooting.


“Whoever did this wanted to discredit him,” Miller’s stepfather theorized recently in talking about the case.


The parking lot of the adult bookstore “is lit up like a Roman candle at night,” Smith said, adding that someone intent on murder could have more easily ambushed him in the dark supermarket parking lot.


“It’s been an extremely tough year,” Smith said. “We cannot for the life of us figure out who on this earth would ever look at Gary other than with total respect.”

Miller’s mother still breaks into tears at the thought of her son. He lived with them, she said, and helped care for her elderly disabled brother.


“I’ll never have closure,” Mrs. Smith said, wiping her tears, “but an arrest would give us some peace of mind.”


Smiling at the pictures of her son in the scrapbooks, Mrs. Smith said Miller was just a teen-ager when he “fell in love” with music and the idea of promoting concerts.


He adored country music star Dottie West, Mrs. Smith said, and she was high on the list of several famous singers Miller brought to the area when he began his business at the age of 18.


A few years later, Miller switched to gospel music and in 1990 became a partner in Gospel Music Promotions, with Chet Stoltzfus of Kinzers.


One of their main events was the Gigantic Memorial Weekend Gospel Sing in Landisville. This year, it was dedicated to Miller’s memory, his parents said.


The gospel music concerts, his parents explained were Miller’s way of sharing his love of music and God.


And, Smith said, they made him “as happy as a kid in a candy store.”


“He didn’t do this for the profit”, Smith explained. The money Miller made fron one concert would go to pay for the next.


“He just loved what he was doing and loved everybody, Mrs. Smith said, “and they loved him back.”


After his death, his parents found out the impact Miller had on people through the letters they still receive.


In addition to his friends in the music community and at work, Mrs. Smith learned her son had a special affection for the elderly people, delivering groceries for them when they were unable to leave their homes.

“His goodness ribbed off on a lot of people,” Mrs. Smith said, including those who still write offering condolences on her son’s death.

The toll – free Crime Stoppers number is 1-800-322-1913. Callers do not have to give their name to collect a reward.

