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Does Lancaster County hold key to Berks murder?
Four years after Gary Miller was shot to death in a parking lot along Route 222, police promise: “We haven’t given up.”

To many people, Gary Miller will be remembered for the gospel concerts he organized in Lancaster County.


Others will remember him for his kindness to elderly customers at the Wyomissing supermarket he managed.


But to police, Miller’s family and friends, one huge question clouds all those wonderful memories.


Who killed him?


Four years ago Wednesday, Miller was in his car alone, in the parking lot outside the former Route 222 News Outlet – a 24- hour adult bookstore- when he was shot several times, including once in the heart.


Miller, 43, managed to drive his car, a two tone blue Mercury Cougar, out into the northbound lane of Route 222, headed in the direction of his home in Mohnton.


The car crashed about 65 feet later and Miller was dead.


The murder wasn’t random, Cumru Township Police Detective Rob Wanner is convinced, and information leads investigators to believe the killer has Lancaster County connections.


But beyond that, Wanner said, police are still pursuing theories, following leads and hoping for the right piece of the puzzle that will help solve the case.


A reward of more than $10,000.00 for information leading to the arrest and conviction of the person who killed Miller remains untouched.


That information can be given anonymously by calling Berks Crime Alert at 1-877-373-9913 or the Cumru Township Police Department at 610-777-9595.


“We really need the help of the public, even if they don’t think it’s important,” Wanner said. “Please call.”


“It’s a tough one. There are theories that he was there to meet someone, who either didn’t show up,” or things didn’t go as planned.


Regardless of the circumstances, Wanner said, no one ‘deserves to be killed.”


Miller, co owner of Gospel Barn Promotions in Kinzers, also worked as a night manager at a Wyomissing supermarket and part time as an auditor at a Berks County motel.


On Aug. 5, 1999, after finishing work at the Acme supermarket around 11 p.m., Miller and a female friend went out for a late dinner.


A few hours later, early the next morning at 1:30 a.m., Miller was dead.


The adult bookstore has since been torn down for a road construction project along Route 222.


But police as well as employees of the News Outlet, are convinced that Miller was never inside the adult bookstore before the shooting.


The parking lot was always brightly lit and the store was equipped with security video cameras. If someone wanted to ambush Miller, police theorize, it would have been much easier to assault him in the dark supermarket parking lot.


What makes the unsolved case all the more painful, Wanner said, is that Miller “was an amazing guy.”


“He would give his last dollar to buy groceries for an elderly person whose Social Security check hadn’t come in,” Wanner said.


“He would bend over backward to help anybody and give you the shirt off his back… He was a good hearted person who should still be here with us.”


Miller lived with his mother and stepfather in Mohnton to help care for his disabled uncle.


Although he worked at the supermarket and motel to earn money, his family said, Miller’s true passion was to bring gospel and country music concerts to the area.


Wanner, who admits he’s taken a personal interest in solving the case, said the murder has been devastating to Miller’s family, especially his mother.


“We haven’t given up,” the detective promised.


He still goes to the annual concerts Miller used to organize at the Landisville Campmeeting Grounds, Wanner said, hoping to find someone who knows anything that might be useful in the investigation.


“Something like this you can’t just let it sit. If it was one of my children (who were killed), “ Wanner said, “I would not want the police to stop.”

