National Day of Remembrance for Murder Victims
Year after year, murder extinguishes the hopes and dreams of thousands of Americans across our country. Since the year 2000, more than 115,000 people have been murdered in the United States through acts of human violence. Each murder has a ripple effect on the untold number of mothers, fathers, husbands, wives, children, friends, co workers, neighbors and communities whose lives are forever changed by the tragedy and horror of losing a loved one to violence.
An act of violence may last only moments but its effects may be felt for a lifetime. Long after the initial shock and headlines fade from the public’s memory, family and friends often struggle alone with their loss, criminal investigations, the judicial system and the news media as they try to pick up the pieces of their life
Both the United States Senate and House of Representatives unanimously passed resolutions in 2007 to establish September 25th as a National Day of Remembrance for Murder Victims. Communities across our nation will be honoring the memories of many lives lost to violence and acknowledging the long term trauma for families, communities and our nation. 
Please join us on Saturday, September 25th for a Day of Remembrance at The Mineral Spring Park, South 19th Street, Reading, PA 19606 (behind East Ends Athletic Assn,) from 11 am to 3 pm. We will have candle lighting, remembrance tributes, speakers, and a handmade Remembrance Quilt honoring homicide victims’. Everyone is encouraged to bring a blanket or chair to sit on Participants are invited to bring a photo or memorabilia of their loved one they are honoring. Free parking is available around the park area. The event is free to the public.
 If you can not attend, please pause for a moment of silence to remember those who have fallen and then consider doing something affirmative to stop the violence. No means is too small to contribute to this great end. It may be something as simple e-mailing your representatives asking what they are doing to stop the violence; calling someone you know who has lost a loved one, just to let them know the one they lost is not forgotten; or contacting groups that are combating violence in society and volunteering to help in the effort.
For more information, please visit www.yearsoftears.org or call 484-818-1368 or 0527.

Thank you,

Brenda Cullen

Years of Tears Organization
