
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SEPTEMBER 2010 

Berks County Stands Together to Honor Those Lost to Crime: 
National Day of Remembrance for Murder Victims
Saturday, September 25
WHAT:  
Years of Tears’ National Day of Remembrance for Murder Victims

WHEN: 
Saturday, September 25, 2010 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.


Rain date: Sunday, September 26, 2010 

WHERE:  
Mineral Spring Park, South 19th Street, Reading, PA 19606 (behind East Ends Athletic Association); Free parking is available around the park area 
INFO:  
In conjunction with the National Day of Remembrance for Murder Victims, Years of Tears—the Berks County non-profit organization dedicated to providing education, advocacy, and support to empower victims of violent crime and their families—will hold a candle lighting with remembrance tributes, special speakers, and interactive displays to honor the lives lost to violent crime, and the courage of their families and friends as they try to move forward with their lives. Berks County’s Day of Remembrance is free, open to the public and held for anyone who has lost a loved one to any type of crime.

“We’re pleased to offer the victims and survivors of Berks County an outlet to share, to learn, and to grieve as we band together for our second National Day of Remembrance,” says Brenda Cullen, President of Years of Tears, “It is essential for homicide survivors to honor and remember their loved ones, who we’ve come to know, respect, and care for and to once again hold the event at the Mineral Spring Park which is dedicated to Berks’ victims.” 

In addition to candle lighting and open-mic remembrance tributes, the author of Straight Up Hope, Sheila Andrien, will share her true story of addiction, forgiveness, overcoming overwhelming odds, and faith. 
Between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m., visitors are invited to view interactive displays highlighting the emotional and true stories of Berks County’s victims.  The Walk a Day in Our Shoes display will include homicide victims' shoes with pictures and stories of those lost, surrounded by the stumbling "rocks" to justice that their survivors now face. Also on display, the handmade Remembrance Quilt tells the stories of those lost to violent crime in tenderly crafted memory squares sewn together by family and friends of victims to create a quilt celebrating the lives of those lost. 

All are encouraged to bring a blanket or chair to sit on and participants are invited to bring a photo or memorabilia of their loved one they are honoring. Years of Tears asks those who cannot attend to pause for a moment of silence to honor those lost to crime. 
Both the United States Senate and House of Representatives unanimously passed resolutions in 2007 to establish September 25th as a National Day of Remembrance for Murder Victims. Communities across our nation will be honoring the memories of many lives lost to violence and acknowledging the long term trauma for families, communities and the nation. 
Year after year, murder extinguishes the hopes and dreams of thousands of Americans across our country. Since the year 2000, more than 115,000 people have been murdered in the United States through acts of human violence. Reading, PA which is the county seat has been rated in the top thirty five of the most dangerous cities to live in for the past nine years. Each murder has a ripple effect on the untold number of mothers, fathers, husbands, wives, children, friends, co workers, neighbors and communities whose lives are forever changed by the tragedy and horror of losing a loved one to violence.
An act of violence may last only moments but its effects may be felt for a lifetime. Long after the initial shock and headlines fade from the public’s memory, family and friends often struggle alone with the traumatic loss of their loved one, ongoing criminal investigations and court proceedings as they try to pick up the pieces of their life. 
For more information, please visit www.yearsoftears.org or call 484-818-1368 or 484-818-0527. 
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